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is that disclosed by the State archives imeaithod within re-
cent years by the patient research of the late Sis^nor G E.
Saltini) shows plainly that Bianca was not even ptesent \\hen
Francis became seriously ill, she having then been foi four
days ill in bed. And it is now consideied certain, not only
that Bianca was perfectly innocent (which is almost self-
evident), but that Ferdinand was innocent also. All his-
torians are now convinced that it was no case of poison at
all, and that Francis and Bianca died from the natural causes
assigned by the doctors as the result of the post-mortem ex-
amination, Bianca from dropsy, from which she had suffered
for two years, and which was aggravated by her attack of
fever, and Francis chiefly through the absurd remedies which
he persisted in taking to cure his indisposition. Moreover,
Ferdinand's history during the succeeding twenty-two years
as Grand Duke showed very distinctly that he was not the
kind of man who could be guilty of such a crime.

Ferdinand, however, inspired by his inordinate hatred of
Bianca, was led into conduct which was extremely short-
sighted. He not only refused to allow her decent bmial, but
also ordered the destruction of everything that could recall
her memory. He caused her armorial bearings to be erased
from the escutcheon of the Medici and replaced by those of
Austria, when obliged to mention her name would not give
her or allow others to give her the title of Grand Duchess,
and even in a public document designated her as "La pessima
Bianca." By this conduct Ferdinand used the best means
possible for making it supposed that he desired to divert
suspicion from himself, and for confirming in men's minds the
idea that he was guilty.

The two bodies were together brought back to Florence.
That of Francis tvas embalmed,'14 and buried in the church
of San Lorenzo *c with the ceremonial customary in the case
of a Grand Duke; but when the architect Buontalenti asked
Ferdinand where the body of the Grand Duchess should be
buried, he replied: "Where you please; we will not have her